
 

 



 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

• It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill 

your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that 

Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 
 

• Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 
 

• Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and 

children’s worship notes are available from the ushers. 
 

• Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the 

church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service 

on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the 

room adjacent to the nursery. 
 

• As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle. 

Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 
 

• The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the 

Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for 

those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests 

who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion 

until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving. 

Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore 

God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion 

fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors. 
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The Fourth Sunday After the Epiphany 

 

February 2 & 3, 2019 
 

Light for Our Lives: Light comes by faith 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation (see pg. 16) 

Adult Choir & Congregation Christian Worship 531 

The congregation sings the indicated stanzas on Sunday and all stanzas on Saturday 

 

M: The grace of our Lord      Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. 

Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

 

Please kneel 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 
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Please stand 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear 

our prayer, O Lord.  

 

 

 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to 

stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

 

 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their 

worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

 

 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your  

tender care. 

 

 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 

Lord God, you know that we are surrounded by many dangers and that we often stumble and 

fall. Strengthen us in body and mind, and bring us safely through all temptations; through 

Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 

 

Be seated 

 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson 1 Kings 17:7-16 

When Israel rejected God, some outside the chosen nation came to faith. 

 

 Some time later the brook dried up because there had been no rain in the land. Then the word of the 

LORD came to him: “Go at once to Zarephath of Sidon and stay there. I have commanded a widow in 

that place to supply you with food.” So he went to Zarephath. When he came to the town gate, a widow 

was there gathering sticks. He called to her and asked, “Would you bring me a little water in a jar so I 

may have a drink?” As she was going to get it, he called, “And bring me, please, a piece of bread.”
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 “As surely as the LORD your God lives,” she replied, “I don’t have any bread – only a handful of 

flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. I am gathering a few sticks to take home and make a meal for 

myself and my son, that we may eat it – and die.” 

 Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid. Go home and do as you have said. But first make a small cake 

of bread for me from what you have and bring it to me, and then make something for yourself and your 

son. For this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘The jar of flour will not be used up and the jug 

of oil will not run dry until the day the LORD gives rain on the land.’ ” 

 She went away and did as Elijah had told her. So there was food every day for Elijah and for the 

woman and her family. For the jar of flour was not used up and the jug of oil did not run dry, in keeping 

with the word of the LORD spoken by Elijah. 

 

Psalm of the Day (Saturday) Psalm 78 (see pg. 17) 

We teach God’s Word so that the next generation might also come to faith.  

 

Psalm of the Day (Sunday) Praise God With Song 

Adult Choir edited by David Cherwein 

 

 Praise God with song, you earthly throng, all nations praise with singing. 

 God’s grace ordains, with mercy reigns, glad loving-kindness bringing. 

 What God has vowed, it withers not, God’s word remains unceasing. 

 So sing we aloud with joyful sound, with eternal anthem voicing. Alleluia, rejoicing. 

  

Second Lesson Romans 10:18 – 11:6 

Most of Israel rejected God’s message, but by grace a remnant came to faith. 

 

 But I ask: Did they not hear? Of course they did: 

  “Their voice has gone out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.” 

 Again I ask: Did Israel not understand? First, Moses says, 

  “I will make you envious by those who are not a nation; 

  I will make you angry by a nation that has no understanding.” 

 And Isaiah boldly says, 

  “I was found by those who did not seek me; 

  I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me.” 

 But concerning Israel he says, 

  “All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and obstinate people.” 

 I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an Israelite myself, a descendant of 

Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin. God did not reject his people, whom he foreknew. Don’t you 

know what the Scripture says in the passage about Elijah – how he appealed to God against Israel: 

“Lord, they have killed your prophets and torn down your altars; I am the only one left, and they are 
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trying to kill me”? And what was God’s answer to him? “I have reserved for myself seven thousand 

who have not bowed the knee to Baal.” So too, at the present time there is a remnant chosen by grace. 

And if by grace, then it is no longer by works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace. 

 

Verse of the Day 

 Alleluia, alleluia. The Spirit of the Lord is on me; he has anointed me to preach good news. 

Alleluia. 

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel Luke 4:20-32 

Jesus’ hearers listened without faith and rejected him as the Messiah. 

 

 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the 

synagogue were fastened on him, and he began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in 

your hearing.” 

 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t this 

Joseph’s son?” they asked. 

 Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself! Do here in 

your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.’ ” 

 “I tell you the truth,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his hometown. I assure you that there 

were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and there 

was a severe famine throughout the land. Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in 

Zarephath in the region of Sidon. And there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the 

prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed – only Naaman the Syrian.” 

 All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. They got up, drove him out of 

the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him down 

the cliff. But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way. 

 Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the Sabbath began to teach the people. 

They were amazed at his teaching, because his message had authority.  

 

 

Be seated
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Hymn of the Day Seek Where You May to Find a Way 

Christian Worship 395 

 

Sermon Romans 10:18 – 11:6  

 

God Works by Grace 

 

Please stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

 He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 

has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 

the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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Prayer of the Church  

 The minister says the Prayer of the Church  

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Adult Confirmation (10:30 AM) 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing. In the past he spoke to us through the prophets, but in these last days he has 

spoken to us by his Son, who is the radiance of his glory. 
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M: Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of 

his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and 

glory forever and ever. 

 

 

 

Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 

given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
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M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

 

 

 

Be seated 

 

To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.  

Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine. 

Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 11 of Christian Worship. 

 

Distribution Hymns From Eternity, O God 

 Christian Worship 461 
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 Your Kingdom, O God (see pg. 18) 

Christian Worship Supplement 755 

 

Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord 

Christian Worship 309 

 

Please stand 
 

THANKSGIVING 

 
 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify 

you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his 

coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your 

forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 
 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage 

Christian Worship 293 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude 

 

If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused. 

 

 

 

 

 

Readings for the Week of Epiphany 4 

 

  
M Luke 12:22-33 Numbers 22:21-35 

T Jeremiah 8:4-7 Exodus 14:19-31 

W Jeremiah 5:20-24 Isaiah 30:18-26 

R Acts 28:1-6 Daniel 6:19-28 

F Romans 7:14-25a Genesis 9:8-17 

S Hosea 2:20-23 Isaiah 65:17-20a, 23-25 
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Serving at Worship 

 

Preacher Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Presiding Minister Seminary Student Eric Zabell (Saturday); Pastor Joel Leyrer (Sunday) 

 

Musicians Eric Sipe, organ (Saturday); Lynn Kozlowski, organ (Sunday) 

 Mark Maurice, Jr. and Adam Sipe, trumpet 

 

Adult Choir Director Dr. William Braun 

  

Communion Assistants Mark Meissner, Mark Naumann, Dan Schmal (8:00 AM) 

Adam Marley, Jeff Sitz, Jeff Scheibe (10:30 AM) 

 

Greeters Mark & Jackie Bye, Mark & Mary Gaub (8:00 AM) 

 Bruce & Kary Ailey, Jessica Gromacki (10:30 AM) 

 

Head Ushers Matt Bahr (Saturday); Kerry Kuehn (8:00 AM); Rick Yahn (10:30 AM) 

 

AV Operators Jonah & Riley Rindfleisch (8:00 AM); Brian Cleary (10:30 AM) 

 

Worship Notes 
 

• We welcome Dale Jurney and Richard & Nicole Krueger into membership today by adult 

confirmation. 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

• Leo Henry Walter Mancl, son of David and Caley (nee Bohn) Mancl, who was baptized in a 

private ceremony on Saturday afternoon. 

 

• Margaret Faith Hedrick, daughter of John and Jennifer (nee Wolske) Hedrick, who will be 

baptized in a private ceremony on Sunday. 

 

• Joy Schnell and Sharon Bartlein, hospitalized at Froedtert. 

 

• Mike Gleason, recovering from emergency triple bypass surgery that he underwent Thursday 

at Parkland Regional Hospital in Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
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Psalm 78 

 

 O my people, hear my teaching; 

  listen to the words of my mouth. 

 

 I will utter things from of old, 

  what we have heard and what our fathers have told us. 

 

 We will not hide them from our children; 

  we will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD.  

 

 Refrain 

 

 The LORD decreed statutes for Jacob 

  and established the law in Israel, 

  

 so the next generation would know them, 

  and they in turn would tell their children. 

 

 Then they would put their trust in God 

  and would not forget his deeds but would keep his commands. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

 Refrain 
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pg. 19 

 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

Service of Word and Sacrament © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.  

“Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation” Text and tune public domain. Setting © 2018 Birnamwood  

 Publications. 

“Psalm 78” Tune © 1993 Joyce Schubkegel. Tone © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. 

“Praise God with Song” Text based on Psalm 117. 



 

 


